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a new congress to be devoted especially to the
American problem. Spain was to be restored to
her sovereignty, but was to pay in liberal grants of
American territory to whatever powers helped her.
Canning is regarded as the ablest English foreign
minister of the nineteenth century; at least no one
better embodied the fundamental aspirations of
the English people. He realized that liberal Eng-
land would be perpetually a minority in a united
Europe, as Europe was then organized. He be-
lieved that the best security for peace was not a
union but a balance of powers. He opposed inter-
vention in the internal affairs of nations and stood
for the right of each to choose its own form of
government. Particularly he fixed his eyes on
America, where he hoped to find weight to help him
balance the autocrats of the Old World. He wished
to see the new American republics free, and he be-
lieved that in freedom of trade England would ob-
tain from them all that she needed. Alarmed at
the impending European intervention to restore
the rule of Spain or of her monarchical assignees
in America, he sought an understanding with the
United States. He proposed to Richard Rush, the
United States minister in London, that the two coun-
tries declare concurrently that the independence